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071 Can we expect a
recovery In fertility?



A rebound in fertility?
Total Fertility Rate (TFR) in EU-27 countries
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A rebound in fertility?

Total Fertility Rate (TFR) in Various Countries
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Sustained low fertility

Fertility is unlikely to recover to higher levels anytime soon

Which factors complicate or make having children less attractive?

Do fewer people fulfil their parenthood desires?
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Sustained low fertility

Fertility is unlikely to recover to higher levels anytime soon
Which factors complicate or make having children less attractive?

Do fewer people fulfil their parenthood desires?

Continued population ageing
Fewer children available to care for elderly

Families are more likely to have young children when care needs
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Assisted Reproduction

Births that occur following assisted reproduction increased from
1.3% in 1997 to 3.1% in 2017 (Wyns et al., 2021)

Highest percentage in Spain at 7.9%

Who has access to Assisted Reproduction Techniques?

CED’



Family Trajectories among LGB in the UK
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02 How will family diversity
evolve?



Divorce Rates per 100 Marriages
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% Children aged 0-17 living with two parents
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Long-term trends US
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Figure CH-1
Living arrangements of children: 1960 to present
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Family Transitions Before Age 18 in the Netherlands (Kalmijn et al., 2018)
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Family Transitions Before Age 18 in the Netherlands (Kalmijn et al., 2018)
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Recognition Matters
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Subjective Well-Being of Same-Sex Couples by Union Status in the UK
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Cohabitation, Marriage, and Rights
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Changes in household wealth after separation/divorce in Germany
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04 Concluding Remarks



Take-away Points

0

Fertility is once again declining

There seem to be new forces at play driving
down fertility further
Family reconcilation remains important

02 Assisted reproducing increasing
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Important questions arise about access for
economically vulnerable and non-normative
families

03

04

Family complexity besides two-parent norm

Trends of independence & disadvantage
How to support various family models?

Recognition matters

Two-parent families likely to remain dominant
Provide alternatives to strengthen new family forms
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